Aetat. 65.]   BosweWs Easter visits to London.
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' Return my thanks to Dr. Webster. Tell Dr. Robertson I have not much to reply to his censure of my negligence; and tell Dr. Blair, that since he has written hither what I said to him, we must now consider ourselves as even, forgive one another, and begin again'. I care not how soon, for he is a very pleasing man. Pay my compliments to all my friends, and remind Lord Elibank of his promise to give me all his works.
' I hope Mrs. Boswell and little Miss are well.—When shall I see them again ? She is a sweet lady, only she was so glad to see me go, that I have almost a mind to come again, that she may again have the same pleasure.
' Enquire if it be practicable to send a small present of a cask of porter to Dunvegan, Rasay, and Col. I would not wish to be thought forgetful of civilities.
' I am, Sir,
' Your humble servant,
,„    ,             ,                                               ' SAM. JOHNSON.'  .
'March 5,1774.                                                             J
On the 5th of March I wrote to him, requesting his counsel whether I should this spring come to London. I stated to him on the one hand some pecuniary embarrassments, which, together with my wife's situation at that time, made me hesitate; and, on the other, the pleasure and improvement which my annual visit to the metropolis always afforded me'; and particularly mentioned a peculiar satisfaction which I experienced in celebrating the festival of Easter in St. Paul's cathedral; that to my fancy it appeared like going up to Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover; and that
Morris, to enter the society at a time when he has nothing else to do. If the ban ton should prove a contagious disorder among us, it will be curious to trace its progress. I have already seen it breaking out in Dr. G— [Goldsmith] under the form of many a waistcoat, but I believe Dr. G— will be the last man in whom the symptoms of it will be detected.' Garrick Corres. i. 613. In less than a month poor Goldsmith was dead. Fox, just before his election to the club, had received through one of the door-keepers of the House of Commons the following note:—' SIR,—His Majesty has thought proper to order a new commission of the Treasury to be made out, in which I do not perceive your name. NORTH.' 1 See Boswell's answer, post, May 12.
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